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Peer Gynt delights
Jeanne Bøe’s most recent US tour once 
more brings this Ibsen masterpiece to life

The talented actress, Jeanne Bøe, re-
turned to an enthusiastic audience in the 
Norwegian Seamen’s Church, on the 13th, 
with her Peer Gynt—with Troll in Heart. Bøe 
was last here in 2009 and has given over 140 
performances of this work, many of them on 
tour here in the United States.

Once before, we saw her in New York in 
this work, which, in only one hour, sharply 
penetrates what Ibsen has written. In that 
process, we are also offered an inevitable 
insight into the tough thinking of the can-
tankerous Ibsen himself. And he, of course, 
remains shocking to many.

Ibsen is considered the forerunner of 
modern theater, and performances of his dra-
mas on world stages number second only to 
Shakespeare himself. Seeing this work and 
sensing better its probing into Gynt’s oh-so-
imperfect, raging (and bewildered) human 
psyche, we better understand why Ibsen re-
mains such an enduring inspiration to mod-
ern playwrights.

Jeanne Bøe is able to bring a clear nar-
rative persuasively. The dazzling versatility 
of her acting craft allows her to give us the 
many distinct characters necessary to tell the 
tale of Peer Gynt. There is music, though 
not by Grieg. Incidental music by Jørn Arve 
Rønningen, well timed in its sudden and ef-
fective presence by Bernt S. Andersen, is 
brief and does not impede the progress of the 
plot.

Bøe is one of 10 actors serving in the 
cultural department, SKUDA, the Actors 
and Dance Alliance. Only two of these ac-
tors, giving solo portrayals of great Norwe-
gian plays and their notable characters, are 
honored with membership on the board of 
SKUDA.

From New York, this show travelled 
-

ton, to San Diego.
It would be satisfying to be able to read 

the text of this one-woman show. We know 
-

pected his plays to be read, even after it was 
common to present them staged. This unique 
work will hopefully be published.
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Jeanne Bøe takes on all the characters necessary for the tale of Peer Gynt.


